March 12, 2024

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden,

We write to express our deep concern regarding continued U.S. security assistance to Israel
despite Israeli restrictions on humanitarian aid, an apparent violation of U.S. law. We demand
that you urgently comply with U.S. law and end U.S. support for catastrophic human suffering in
Gaza.

On March 2, the United States began its first airdrops of humanitarian aid into Gaza — a risky,
expensive, and ineffective method for assisting civilians that is widely considered an option of
last resort. On March 7, your administration announced that it would build a floating pier along
the Gaza coast to bring aid to the population. Both efforts are the latest implicit recognition of
Israel's severe restrictions on humanitarian access amid extraordinary human suffering. Your
administration has now publicly recognized what humanitarian organizations have reported for
months: that the government of Israel is obstructing the delivery of humanitarian aid to starving
Palestinians.

Gaza’s health ministry reports that more than 30,000 Palestinians — at least two-thirds of them
women and children — have been killed in Gaza and over 70,000 wounded, with thousands
more estimated to be buried under the rubble. Over 90 percent of people in Gaza are acutely
food insecure, with a growing number of children dying of starvation and dehydration. Over 75
percent of Gaza’s population is already displaced, and the level of damage to shelter and
infrastructure means people increasingly have nowhere safe to go nor reliable provisions if and
when they move. As civilians face bombardment, disease, and starvation, lifesaving health care
is increasingly inaccessible.

The United States is a leading donor of the humanitarian response in Gaza. Secretary Blinken
has called on Israel to “maximize every possible means” to get aid to Gazans, noting that “the
situation, as it stands, is simply unacceptable.” And you have rightly said you will accept “no
more excuses” for continued obstacles to aid. But since October 7, the government of Israel has
failed to facilitate the entry of sufficient humanitarian aid, including through additional border
crossings into Gaza and northern Gaza in particular; blocked the entry of many humanitarian aid
trucks; denied humanitarian access requests; enforced arbitrary customs restrictions on
humanitarian goods; and attacked humanitarian workers and their facilities as well as civilians
seeking aid. Longtime U.S. implementing partners around the world have come under attack in
Gaza, and lifesaving U.S.-funded humanitarian aid has been blocked from entering Gaza. Just
last week, hours after your State of the Union address, an Israeli airstrike on a housing complex
hosting displaced people killed a humanitarian aid worker employed by a US-based NGO.



https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/siege-and-starvation-how-israel-obstructs-aid-to-gaza/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/02/world/middleeast/us-airdrop-gaza-aid.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-announce-gaza-aid-port-construction-state-union-speech-2024-03-07/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/speeches/feb-29-2024-administrator-samantha-power-press-availability-following-her-trip-jordan-israel-and-west-bank
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2024/03/04/on-the-record-press-gaggle-by-white-house-national-security-communications-advisor-john-kirby-4/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/29/middleeast/gaza-death-toll-30000-israel-war-hnk-intl/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/29/1234159514/gaza-death-toll-30000-palestinians-israel-hamas-war
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Nov2023_Feb2024.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/04/middleeast/gaza-children-dying-malnutrition-israel-ceasefire-talks-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-88-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-Jerusalem
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-88-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-Jerusalem
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-crisis-2023-shelter-situation-update-7th-january-2024
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/blinken-urges-israel-maximize-every-possible-means-boost-aid-gaza-2024-03-05/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog-march-01-2024/amp/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2024/02/01/gaza-aid-leaders-warn-extreme-obstacles-ceasefire
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-105?_gl=1*1js3i5j*_ga*NTQ3NDI3ODM2LjE3MDYxOTUzNDQ.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTcwOTQ4MzQwNS45LjEuMTcwOTQ4MzYxOC42MC4wLjA.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/israel-defying-icj-ruling-to-prevent-genocide-by-failing-to-allow-adequate-humanitarian-aid-to-reach-gaza/
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-unwra-bank-aid-4ed5e0652dd81b875055679a01a19371
https://www.msf.org/msf-strongly-condemns-deadly-israeli-attack-msf-shelter-gaza
https://www.hi-us.org/en/statement-humanity-inclusion-office-in-gaza-destroyed
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2024/02/29/gaza-food-aid-truck-gathering-israel-idf-civilians-dead-vpx.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2024/02/29/gaza-food-aid-truck-gathering-israel-idf-civilians-dead-vpx.cnn
https://www.anera.org/press/us-ngo-worker-killed-in-israeli-airstrike/

These restrictions are not isolated instances but the policy of the government of Israel: as Prime
Minister Netanyahu stated clearly on October 18, “We will not allow humanitarian assistance in
the form of food and medicines from our territory to the Gaza Strip.” While Israel has
subsequently allowed some aid into Gaza, it remains far from sufficient — a fact that Netanyahu
confirmed when he stated in January that Israel was only allowing a "minimum" amount of relief
into Gaza. During your own State of the Union address, you implicitly acknowledged that Israel
was using humanitarian aid as a bargaining chip. Human Rights Watch and Oxfam have
determined that the Israeli government is committing a war crime by using starvation of civilians
as a method of warfare in the Gaza Strip.

Meanwhile, the United States continues to provide Israel with unconditional arms transfers and
other security assistance. This not only facilitates Israel’'s harmful conduct, but also appears to
violate Section 6201 of the Foreign Assistance Act (22 U.S.C. § 2378-1), which prohibits the
United States from providing security assistance or arms sales to any country when the
President is made aware that the government “prohibits or otherwise restricts, directly or
indirectly, the transport or delivery of United States humanitarian assistance.”

U.S. weapons, security assistance, and blanket political support have contributed to an
unparalleled humanitarian crisis and possible war crimes in Gaza. We demand that you urgently
comply with U.S. law, end U.S. support for catastrophic human suffering in Gaza, and use your
leverage to protect civilians and ensure the impartial provision of humanitarian assistance.
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